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Silicon Valley Regional Office
San Jose City Hall | 26 S. Fourth Street, San Jose, CA

Employees:
• ~70 Patent Examiners
• 24 Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB) judges
• 22 Management/Support Staff

• Office Hours: Monday –Friday, 
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM PT

• Services
– Public Search Facility
– Examiner Interview Rooms
– Hearing Room
– Public Meeting Spaces



Patents FY19 at a glance
• Total Patent Pendency: 23.8 months 

(as of Sept. 30)

• First Action Pendency: 14.7 months 
(as of Sept. 30)

• Total new filings = 667,000 in FY ’19



Canada
China 

(People’s 
Republic of) 

France Germany India Israel Japan Korea
(Republic of) Spain Sweden Switzerland Taiwan United

Kingdom

Sum of 2015 13877 22374 12715 31132 7835 7876 89028 39941 1840 5510 5315 20561 14290

Sum of 2016 14328 27935 13489 33254 7676 8251 91383 41823 1902 5699 5862 20875 14824

Sum of 2017 14167 32127 13552 32771 9115 8664 89364 38026 2138 5404 5938 19911 15597

Sum of 2018 14086 37788 13275 32734 9809 8312 87872 36645 2090 5355 5968 20258 15338

0

10000

20000

30000

40000

50000

60000

70000

80000

90000

100000

UNITED STATES PATENT APPLICATIONS FILED BY RESIDENTS OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES (FY15–FY18) 

Sum of 2015

Sum of 2016

Sum of 2017

Sum of 2018



Trademark Updates
• Mandatory electronic filing
• US counsel requirement for foreign 

applicants
• TEAS login requirement



Artificial intelligence updates
• Request for comments on copyright, trademark 

and other IP rights issues impacted by artificial 
intelligence inventions
(comment period closes Jan. 10, 2020)

• USPTO seeks senior artificial intelligence expert
• Next steps



Thank you
www.uspto.gov/SiliconValley

www.facebook.com/uspto.gov
www.youtube.com/USPTOvideo/
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